Biological Chemistry by unknown
BOOK REVIEWS 443
BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY. By Alexander Gero. New York, The Blakiston
Company, 1952. xvi + 340 pp. $5.00.
This book is proposed to serve as a nexus between undergraduate organic
chemistry and graduate or medical school biochemistry. An indication of
its scope can be gained by a listing of the table of contents. There are two
chapters on physical chemistry, single chapters on the electronic theory
of organic chemistry, optical isomerism, protein chemistry, carbohydrate
chemistry, lipid chemistry, steroids, isoprenoid compounds, aromatic com-
pounds, heterocycles, biochemical reactions, chemical structure and physio-
logical activity, research methods, syntheses of important compounds, and a
final list and description of recommended textbooks and monographs for
supplementary reading. The book is thus comprehensive. But it lacks depth;
this is especially marked in the presentation of physical chemistry and the
discussion of chemical structure and physiological activity. The author
states in his preface that "this text is essentially a somewhat advanced
organic chemistry." Although the book may suffer from this pretense, it
does not suffer from such substance.
J. P. G.
ATLAS OF SPATIAL VECTOR ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY. By J. W. Hurst and
G. C. Woodson. New York, Blakiston Co., Inc., 1952. 207 pp., 92 figs. $6.00.
This monograph is similar physically and in content to Grant and Estes'
monograph of the same title, published in 1951. In the words of the authors,
"it is an extension of the ... material to include the clinical application of
the vector method."
In the first chapter a simple method of derivation of vectors from the
standard leads of the electrocardiogram is offered. All steps are well illus-
trated by diagrams and the analogous use of familiar objects. Due attention
is paid to the basic "ground rules" to be observed in the vector representa-
tion on a hexaxial reference system. For the sake of brevity and clarity, at
the lesser risk of being dogmatic, the authors have avoided much theoretical
background.
Having mastered the method itself, the reader will approach the latter
sections of the book with interest. Here electrocardiograms quite typical
(i.e., by pattern) of a variety of electrocardiographic syndromes are sub-
jected to vector analysis. Many references are made to clinical and ana-
tomical data in the interpretation of the final spatial vector arrangement.
The monograph serves as an excellent introduction to the vector method
which is of established value as a teaching tool. On the basis of this pre-
sentation, however, it is difficult to appreciate how this method offers a
"more basic approach to electrocardiography," or avoids a great deal of
memorization.
This book should prove of interest and of value to the student first
embracing the study of electrocardiography and, indeed, for all seeking an
introduction to clinical vector analysis.
KENNETH G. JOHNSON
A TEXTBOOK OF HISTOLOGY. By H. E. Jordan. 9th Ed. New York,
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. 687 pp., 609 figs. $9.00.
The first edition of this textbook appeared in 1916 and has now under-
gone its ninth revision. The subject matter is taken up in the conventional